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Michael Stoddart commenced his musical education as a chorister at Westmin-
ster Abbey where, in addition to daily choral services, occasional broadcasts,
recordings and concerts, he studied the organ with Christopher Herrick. After
leaving the Abbey, he continued to study the organ and flute, and studied
singing (counter-tenor) with Ashley Stafford. He was appointed Organ Scholar
at Magdalen College, Oxford, where in addition to the demands made on the
organ scholar for daily services, broadcasts and recitals, he played a full part in
Oxford musical life both as a singer and as an organist. Returning to London, he
was appointed organist and choirmaster of St Peter's Streatham, where he
directed a mixed choir and was able to enjoy playing a four-manual Hill
instrument. During this period, he devoted his time to choral conducting and
accompanying. He also sang regularly in St Paul's Cathedral Choir.

Feeling the need for an extended period of organ study, he moved to Paris to
study with Susan Landale. He was appointed organist and then choirmaster of
St George's Church where fully choral Sunday services in the English tradition
are maintained. He was involved in the musical life of Evreux Cathedral, where
he initiated a children's choir to sing at certain masses. He also played a part in
plans for a new organ in the Cathedral. He sang regularly with the Maïtrise de
Caen, and directed the vocal octet English Renaissance, specialising in English
choral music from the Renaissance onwards. He played a leading rôle in the
revival of the Maitrise de St Louis en l'Ile, a boys' choir serving the liturgy in this
important Parisian church, and introduced many works from the English Cathe-
dral tradition. Until February 2004 he was assistant organist at the American
Cathedral in Paris.

Returning to the United Kingdom, he is Organist and Director of Music at St
Mary's Portsea and Musical Director of the St Mary's
Music Foundation where the children's choir has ex-
panded to over thirty. He is responsible for the tuition
of those children in the choir who wish to take piano
lessons, as well as the training of the two organ
scholars. He is also Assistant Sub-Organist at
Portsmouth Cathedral. Recital venues include
Portsmouth, Chichester, Douai Abbey, Bristol, and at
the Grassington Festival. He has also founded the
recently renamed Vocal Ensemble Cantores Gau-
dentes which comprises 10 singers concentrating on
the restful unaccompanied church music of the renais-
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sance. As a singer he is frequently asked to sing with the choirs of Winchester,
Chichester and Portsmouth cathedrals.

In the role of RSCM Mainland Chairman, his tasks are varied, ranging from
Awards examining to preparing sandwiches for District events. Ably supported
by a willing and hardworking committee he is delighted to see an increase in
support for events and to have been able to 'poach' resources from the
neighbouring diocese with events led by both Andrew Lumsden and Sarah
Baldock.

He is married to Elisabeth (violin, piano and voice) who has the unenviable task
of improving performance in the NHS. They have 4 daughters (14, 13, 9, 7) all
of whom play the piano and sing, and between them also play 2 violins, 2
recorders, 1 flute and a cello. Being the only male living with 5 girls has its
advantages - meals, for example, have a knack for spontaneous creation. One
of the unexplained miracles of life.

Hobbies include cycling, where a recent regime dictates a daily 20km circuit
around Portsea Island, and model railways, for which he is lucky enough to have
commandeered a large portion of the basement.
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Can you find these New Testament Characters?

Ananias Matthew
Barnabas Nathanael
Caiaphas Paul
Cornelius Peter
Herod Sapphira
James Silas
Judas Simon
Lazarus Zaccheus
Martha Zechariah
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